
 

 

FERN HILL PROPHET  
SPI R ITU S M E NTI S  

 

Inside This Issue: Page 

Principal’s Message 1 

From Swimmy’s Room  2 

From Flopsy’s Room  3 

From Flopsy 2 Room 4 

From the JK Class 5 

From the SK Class 6 

From the Grade 1 Class 7 

From the Grade 2 Class 8 

From the Grade 3 Class 9 

Music News 10 

French News 10 

Gym News 11                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Technology  News 11 

  

ATTACHMENTS  (X5)  

Principalõs Message 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
I would like to extend good wishes to all for a wonderful new year! The winter term 
has arrived and with it a variety of fun activities for the students to enjoy. The 
attached calendar will outline some of the activities for this term, but watch for 
notices to be sent home in January and February. 
 
The Winter term is always busy, especially during our Spirit Week festivities in 
February. Watch for details to come home regarding the special events at school. 
Other events in the Winter term include assemblies, off-site skating for the S.K. to 
Grade 3 classes, a Social Studies Fair and, of course, Pizza/Casual Days! 
 
After School Activities are now underway. There is still space available in several of 
the classes. If you are interested, please stop by the office. New this term are violin 
classes. 
 
Winter parking continues to be a challenge. The street does narrow with all the 
snow, so please remember when parking to make sure that vehicles can still make 
their way down the street. 
 
Registration for the 2010-2011 year has now started.  Registration packages were 
recently mailed home. Parents will have an opportunity to visit the classes and find 
out about the curriculum for each grade level. Should you have any questions, 
please stop by the office and speak with me. 
 
We hope that you will join us for our Family Skate and Sleigh Ride on Friday, 
February 19th.  This fun event will take place at Stanley Park, between 4:00 to 5:30 
p.m. 
 
Many thanks to all the parents for their continued support throughout the school 
year. It is always a pleasure to see you on field trips and 
helping out in the classrooms. We appreciate the time 
that you are able to give to Fern Hill School. 
 
Please remember to drop by with your comments, 
suggestions and/or questions. I am always happy to 
hear from you. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Deborah Gutierrez 
Principal 
principal@fernhillottawa.com  

Registration  

 2010-2011 
  

Registrations are  now being 

accepted for the 2010-2011 

school year.  If you have any 

questions about any of our 

programs/grades, please drop 

by the office. 

 

 

 

3:10 

 Dismissal Bell 
 

Please wait outside or 

downstairs until after the 

3:10 dismissal bell has 

rung.  Thank you for 

your cooperation. 

2009ñ2010 year 

Term 2 Issue 

mailto:principal@fernhillottawa.com


Swimmyõs News  
 

Welcome back to the winter term in Swimmy's Room; we are certainly looking 
forward to having lots of fun together.  It was great to see all our little friends come 
back with wonderful smiles and ready to play.  We welcome back all our returning 
friends as well as  two new friends, Sara and  Cade.  Also a big welcome to our new 
teacher Diana who will join us on Monday and Wednesday mornings, as well as help 
care for the children who stay for lunch, nap time and the afterschool program.  We 
are also very happy that Melanie Harmon with continue to help us in our Tuesday 
and Thursday morning program.  Thank you so much Melanie. 
 
The children have done really well settling back into the daily routine of the 
{ǿƛƳƳȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎȅƳ 
now that we stay indoors for the winter months.  The children love riding on the 
plasma cars, throwing and kicking the balls,  and building with the big blocks.  We 
also have the opportunity to teach the children simple circle games, parachute 
games, and simple yoga stretches.  We are certainly  active during gym time.   
 
hǳǊ ¢ƘŜƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ CŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΣ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƛƴƻǎŀǳǊǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
to have "red days" on Wednesday, February 10th and Thursday, February 11th.  The 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛǎƘΣ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜŀǊ ǊŜŘ ƻǊ Ǉƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 
crafts and songs.  If you would like to send Valentine's cards in with your child, we 
suggest that you send enough cards for 17 children, sign your child's name and put 
ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ϦƳŀƛƭ ōƻȄŜǎϦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ƭŜŘƎŜΦ 5ƛƴƻǎŀǳǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
fun theme, and it is challenging to pronounce all those dinosaur names.   
 
In March we will talk about pets and wild animals.  Please note that the school will 
be closed for March Break from March 8th - 19th, 2010. 
 
Remember to check your child's "mail box" on the window ledge for our bi-weekly 
newsletter and other important notices. 
 
Also, please check diaper and wipe supplies for your child, as some may need to be 
replenished.   Many of our little friends are in the process of toilet training and we 
make several trips to the bathroom during the morning.  If you think your child may 
be ready please speak with the teachers and we would be happy to discuss toilet 
training options for your child. Thank you. 
  
Karen, Marijana, Violeta, & Diana 
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MARCH BREAK 
 

March 8th to March 19th 
inclusive.  

 Classes resume March 22nd. 

SPIRIT WEEK  

February 16th to 

February 19th   

 

See the attached 

Spirit Week schedule 

and watch for more 

details from your 

classroom teacher 

coming soon. 

 Thank you to all of Fern Hillõs 

wonderful parents and families.  Your 

continued support throughout the 

year is greatly appreciated! 
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Flopsyõs News 
 
It's a winter wonderland out there these days, and everyone seems to be enjoying activities at 
school whether indoors or out!  The children have adapted well to the change in the routine, i.e. 
our start to the mornings in the gym.  On those few days when we can manage to go out in the 
afternoons the children really enjoy rolling in the snow and making snow angels, or zooming down 
the mini hills on the little toboggans.  The slides also go quite fast and so they also love to zoom 
down and land in a pile of soft snow with their thick snowsuits for padding.  Indoors the children 
are having a blast riding on the scooters, throwing and catching balls, jumping on the trampoline, 
rolling on the mats and hopping, skipping and jumping through hula-hoops and over obstacle 
courses.  With all this activity winter will seem to fly by! 
 
Before winter ends, we will have lots of other kinds of fun.  For example, in February we will have 
two themes: Feelings & Emotions and Arctic Life.  The first theme ties in very nicely with 
Valentine's Day and it gives a bit of meaning to the celebration for the young children.  We will 
talk about, sing songs and play games about how our actions make other people feel and about 
the special meaning of friendship.  During this theme we will create a class "feeling tree" with 
photos of children making a face that shows the emotion of their choice (happy, sad, mad, silly, 
shy, etc.).  This activity can produce some funny results!  We also plan, to have a Valentine's 
Activity day with games, arts and crafts and treats to decorate.  Stay tuned for the date. 
 
The Arctic Life theme brings lots of good fun to the classroom next.  The children really absorb so 
much as they play with penguins, polar bears, walruses, grizzly bears and arctic foxes in the sand 
table, water table and block center.  They also are eager to play in the igloo tent in the dress-up 
center and to pretend to ice fish there as well. 
 
Finally in March we will have the Wild Animals theme, which is split up into two parts because the 
March break lands in the middle.  The classroom will be decorated to look like a jungle and the 
children will be immersed in play with elephants, lions, zebras and tigers just to name a few!  By 
that time we will be up to letters e for elephant and z for zebra and the number 15!   
 
January is almost done!  February and March will be here and gone in no time!  Let's continue to 
enjoy the winter together.    
 
Barb, Ivonne and Mary Pat 
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Flopsy 2 News 
 
The Flopsy 2 children have had a wonderful start to the year.  The children have 
adapted well to the indoor start to the mornings.  They have been enjoying the 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎȅƳ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ CƭƻǇǎȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ  
They can ride scooters, hop, skip, and jump through obstacle courses, play ball, etc... 
 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ άCƻǊŜǎǘ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎέΦ  ²Ŝ 
ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƘƛōŜǊƴŀǘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ  ²Ŝ 
also talked about the winter weather and all the fun activities we can do outside. 
 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎƘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
with fun activities.  Remember to wear red, pink or white to school on Wednesday, 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ млǘƘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǳǊŀǊȅ ммǘƘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ ŎŀǊŘǎ ȅƻǳ 
may do so.  The cards may be signed by your child, but please leave them 
unaddressed so they are quick and easy to distribute to all at circle time. 
 

February will also bring Spirit Week fun, from February 16th-19th.  There will be plenty 
of fun activities that the whole school will enjoy.  Watch for details to follow. 
 

In March our themes will be Arctic Life and Wild Animals. 
 

Last but certainly not least, a huge thank you for the wonderful donations to the 
Flopsy 2 class Christmas Wreath.  We are really looking forward to playing with our 
new toys and reading our new books.  Thank you again and best wishes for 
±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ 
 

Angelique and Louise    

Christmas 

Wreaths 
 

Thank you to the many 
families who generously 

donated to all our  
classroom Christmas 

Wreaths in December.  We 
look forward to enjoying 
the new games, puzzles, 

books and classroom 
resources that your 
donations helped us 

purchase. 

March Break Camp 
 

March Break is approaching.  Fern Hill will be closed for a two week 
period for the week of March 8-12th and March 15-19th. 
 

A few parents have asked about a March Break Camp. If there is suffi-
cient interest we will offer a One Week Camp, from March 8-12th. 
 

Please stop by the office and let us know if you are interested in the 
One Week March Break Camp. 
 
Thank you.  

 

Fern Hill Family 

Skate & Sleigh 

Ride 

 
Friday, February 19th 

4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
at Stanley Park 

 
Bring the whole 

family for a skate, a 

sleigh ride and warm 

up with a cup of hot 

chololate. 
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Junior Kindergarten News 
 

Winter is here and we have been enjoying playing outside in the snow, inside in the 

snow at the òSnow tableó and we have even made our own snowflakes!  Now we are 

looking forward to blasting off into outer space! Our J.K. 

space explorers will find out what the sun is made of, how the 

space shuttle blasts off and how the planets go around the 

sun. We will òblastó off rocket ships, eat an astronaut snack, 

check out what we weigh on the moon, and make craters on 

the moon with òmeteorsó!! 

 

As we look forward to February we hear the distant thud of 

Dinosaur feet. Yes, those wonderful giants will visit junior 

kindergarten and we will compare the length of the whole junior 

kindergarten class lying head to toe with a diplodocuséhmm, 

which will be longer. We will let you know! We will create and 

extend dinosaur patterns, add and subtract dinosaur eggs, be òPalaeontologistsó and 

hunt for dinosaur bones in the sand and sing òI need a home for my dinosauró! 

 

March will see the J.K. class learning about Zoo Animals! We will love choosing our 

favourite zoo animal and writing about it in a class book. We use our 

favourite zoo animals to measure; which is longer a snake or a 

crocodile? Then, on go our masks and we turn into fierce lions so that 

we can sing our lion song to our Reading Buddies. Just what you need 

to beat the Winter Blahs!     

 

Last, but certainly not least, a huge thank you for the wonderful 

donations to the junior kindergarten class wreath. We are really 

looking forward to playing with our new toys and games. Thank you again.  

 

Mrs. Sachrajda, Mrs. Armogan, Mrs. Grimes and Ms. MacNeil.  

EXTRA CLOTHES 
 

Extra mittens, socks and even pants can 
be useful to have on hand during the 

winter weather. 
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Senior Kindergarten News 
 
We are happy to be back to school and students have impressed the teachers with how 
quickly they can get their snowsuits on to go outside. 
 
January, February and March are some of the most fun months in S.K. In January we not 
only have winter outside, but we also bring it inside as we learn about ice and snow and 
how arctic animals survive the winter.  
 
After living in a world that looks like a fairy land with snow and ice we will enjoy a theme of 
Fairy Tales in which we will act out some of our favourite stories. This will be fun for 
Language and Math activities.  February brings more winter fun as we learn about the 
Olympics and take part in a winter fun day. We will also celebrate our 100th day of school 
by doing activities 100 times and by bringing in a collection of 100 items to school. 
 
Following these exciting days we will study a unit on Communities. At the end of the unit 
we will invite our parents in so that we may share with them what we have been learning. 
Mark your calendars for February 25th.  
 
January and February are also months when we join in with the grades 1-3 for Expanded 
DȅƳ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΩǎΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƪŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ п ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ 
bowling with our grade school buddies. 
 
March takes us into a unit on Fossils which we will continue after March break as we 
explore Dinosaurs. Winter will go very quickly in the Senior Kindergarten class. 
 We will also see many friends having a birthday. Furjyot and Jasmine (our newest S.K. 
friend) in January, and Giselle in February.  
 
Mrs. Bitar, Ms. McIntyre and Ms. Zimba SIGN IN/SIGN OUT SHEETS 

 
Please remember, we require  parent 
and guardian signatures to sign in/out 
students when leaving and entering the 
school for appointments, activities or 
sickness during regular school hours. 

Winter Parking 
 

Winter parking continues to be a challenge.  The street does 

narrow with the snow, so please remember to ensure that vehicles 

can still make their way down the street, leave driveways open, 

and to park in the direction of the flow of traffic.  Also, please 

ensure that sidewalks are left unobstructed for the safety of 

pedestrians.  This will help to keep the road safe for all our children and will help with 

sharing Vaughan street smoothly with our neighbours.   
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Grade 1 News 
 
As we embark on the next term in Grade 1, I would like to welcome a new student to our classroom 
community.   Jack joined our class in late December, and he has taught us a little about his homeland of 
Australia. 
 
In math, the Grade 1 class is looking at measurement.  We are measuring and comparing items in and around 
ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ 
you!!!  We will also be collecting, organizing and presenting data using various graphs. 

 
Our Science units this term will be about Objects and Materials and Structures and Mechanisms. We will 
examine materials, their uses, how they are built and their properties. Try going on a search around your 
home to see how many objects and structures you can find that are made from the following materials: 
wood, metal, plastic, glass and cotton.  

 
This term in Social Studies we are looking at the Community Workers; discovering all the different 
professions and industries that make up our community.   Any parent interested in visiting the class to 
discuss their role in the community is always welcome as a guest speaker. 
 
The community worker project is due on Tuesday February 23, 2010; students will present their projects to 
the class.  
 
Social Studies Open House is on Thursday February 25, 2010 
 
Some exciting events have been planned for the second term of school: 
 

The week of February 16th-19th is Spirit Week at Fern Hill School; we will celebrate heroes in our 
local and global communities.   A more detailed daily description of activities will follow.   Check 
it all out on the school website.  

 

On February 16th, we celebrating our 100th day of school. In honour of this event, the children 
are asked to prepare a 100th day project: a display/collection of 100 items. They can choose any 
item they want as long as it can be mounted on a large sheet of poster paper, in a book or in a 
box (no loose pieces). Items should be displayed in groups and each group should be labeled 
(i.e. 25, 50, 75, and 100). Students may choose to organize their collections in groups of 2's, 5's, 
10's, 20's or 25's to make 100. The project should have a title and the collector's name clearly 
visible on the front. Some examples of items for display are: toothpicks, stickers, buttons, paper 
clips, feathers, macaroni, beads... NO PEANUTS OR NUTS! Please do not send in the project 
until our 100th day. Students will be presenting their collections to the class. Be prepared, be 
creative and have fun! 

 
Birthdays this term:  
February 12th:  Jack 
March 9th:  Metka 

 
Have a safe and healthy March Break! 
 
Ms. Fahey  
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Grade 2 News 
 
Welcome back to a busy second term in Grade 2! It is such a pleasure to return to school to 
see that every one has had a wonderful and restful holiday. I can feel it in the air that we are 
ready to get back to our routines and forge ahead. We will soon be starting a new Novel 
Study in Language Arts and our Math program includes such fun things as geometry! We are 
experimenting with matter and materials in Science; planning, predicting and proving our 
theories! Watch for an invitation after the March Break to come and see our presentations in 
the Computer Lab. Feel free to stop by and visit us or inquire about our program any time!   
 

In Language Arts:  As we finish our novel study of  Heidi, we will launch into a novel by Jeff 
Brown.  I'm sure some of you have heard of Flat Stanley.  We will practice our oral, 
comprehension, and prediction skills as well as increase our reading vocabulary.  The 
students are learning about the vowel sounds in both the Spelling and Phonics component of 
Language Arts.  We are also studying synonyms, antonyms and homonyms in the Language 
Power skills workbook. The program also covers Vocabulary Skills, Sentence Building Skills, 
Grammar, Punctuation and Composition skills. I encourage the students to continue to read 
for enjoyment for at least 10 to 15 minutes every day. 
 
 In Science:  We have started a new unit on Matter and Materials.  We will be conducting 
experiments with a hands on approach to discovery with solids, liquids and gases.  We are 
about to have a lot of fun! 
 
In Math:  The next unit in Math explores addition and subtraction, data management and 3-D 
geometry.  We have covered addition of 2 digit numbers with 2 digit numbers, and practiced 
ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭ ƻŦ άǘǊŀŘƛƴƎέ όǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎέύ мǎ ŦƻǊ млǎΦ  Lƴ ǎǳōǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǊŜ-ƎǊƻǳǇƛƴƎέ ŦƻǊ άōƻǊǊƻǿƛƴƎέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ н-digit numbers minus 2-digit numbers.  
There's a real system to addition and subtraction these days!  We are starting to write our 
own math story problems and explaining how we find answers using words, pictures and 
numbers. 
 
Mrs. Holbrook  

Re-registration for 2010 ï 2011 year 
 

Re-registration packages for the 2010-2011 year have been 
sent home.  If you did not receive your package please let me 
know, or please stop by the office and pick one up. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ млκмм ȅŜŀǊ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
hesitate to speak with me. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Thank you. 
Deborah Gutierrez  



Grade 3 News  
 

Happy New Year to everyone!  

 

The second term is well under way and the Grade 2/3 class is continuing their 

educational journey.  

 

In Language Arts, the grade 3 class will complete their novel study ôOwls in the 

Familyõ.  They submitted some fabulous projects on different owl species last 

month and took great pride in their accomplishments.  They will also be working 

on a booklet entitled ôThe Owl News:  Face to Face with Fern Hill Teachers and 

Studentsõ.  They will be conducting short interviews with teachers and students, 

type up the responses, and put them into a booklet to be kept in our class.  

 

In Math, grade 3 is currently studying Geometry and will continue with 

Multiplication and Division.  In Science, we are studying Magnetism.  

 

In Social Studies, we are learning about the Pioneer Times.  The students in 

English Social Studies will be assigned a research project which will be presented 

at the Social Studies Fair (February 25 th ).  

 

In February, we will be closely following the Olympics.  The children will track 

the events, the athletes and their progress.  Also in February, we will be learning 

about Chinese New Year and Maggie Tam (Audreyõs mother) will come in to talk to 

us about its origin and traditions.  

 

In addition, we will have a lot of fun celebrating Valentineõs Day, Spirit Week 

(week of February 15 th ), and many other special events.  

 

This term we wish a Happy Birthday to Grace Goldberg (January 5 th ), Daniel 

Finger (February 15 th ), and Patrick Wilson -Smith (February 24 th ).  Many happy 

returns!  

 

Finally, Iõd like to congratulate the entire class for their continued effort, 

achievement, and good character.  Keep up the great work!  

 

Mrs. Burnet (Mrs. B.)  
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Music in Junior Kindergarten to Grade Three 

 

Thank you to all the children who participated in our Snowflake  
Concert in December. The poems, songs, dances and play were all well prepared and a 
pleasure to watch. 
 
January will see the children in the Kindergarten doing some dramatic play at music time 
and learning the names of music notes and rhythms. 
 
In Grade One, we are looking at songs that move by step and by skip and drawing musi-
cal maps for the songs that we are learning. 
 
The Grade Two and Three classes are learning some 
new musical terms to apply to their music reading 
as they look at how music is written and try their 
hand at writing some new words to a known song.  
They will also be preparing a project in February. 
 
The Senior Kindergarten to Grade Three classes will 
attend a concert at the National Art Centre that 
was postponed in December due to snowy 
weather. The date is still to be determined.  Watch 
for details to be sent home. 
 
Mrs. Bitar 

French News 
 

Welcome back to everyone.  It was really nice 
seeing all of the rested students back after the 
holiday season.  I think some of the children even 
grew over the past two weeks! 
 
I am really looking forward to the second 
term.  We will be exploring different themes 
related to winter... clothing, activities, weather and sports.  We will also be following 
the Olympics by reading newspaper articles and browsing through the internet.   
 
In Extended French, the students will be doing a project for the Social Studies Fair 
which will be in February.  The Grade 1 students are studying La communauté 
while the Grade 2/3 students are learning about Les Pionniers.  For Drama, they will be 
studying another play which will be presented sometime in April. 
 
I wish everyone warm thoughts to get through the cold winter season! 
 
Mme Boucher 

 Fundraising  
 

Our fundraising efforts this year will 
focus on adding to the literacy 

program resources currently used by 
Fern Hill School. 

 
Specifically, we are looking at a 

comprehensive Literacy Resource for 
all grades, from Nelson Education. 

This strategy-based approach is 
designed to meet the needs of all 

students, with support for Reading, 
Writing, Oral Language and Word 

Study. 
 

Please watch for more information to 
come on a Fundraising event in the 

coming months.   
 

Anyone interested in helping with our 
fundraising efforts, please contact 

Stephanie Monteith at  
monteith.stephanie@gmail.com 
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Gym News 
 

We are continuing to run, jump, slide, roll, and move like various animals in the gym.  The 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǿŀǊƳ ǳǇΦ  !ǎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ άŘŜŀŘ ōǳƎέ 
ƻǊ ǘƘŜ άŎǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ǿŀƭƪΦέ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀƳŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ōǳǊƴ ƻŦŦ ŜȄǘǊŀ 
energy. 
 
Senior Kindergarten will join grades 1, 2, and 3 this term for Friday afternoon gym.  We will 
skate for four weeks and then continue the program with bowling.   
Thank you to all of the parents who joined us for our first Friday afternoon skate.  The children  
had a wonderful time.  It was great to have so many adults to help those students who were just 
learning.  It was wonderful to see adults and children working together to get every child up and 
skating and having a good time.  The children who were new to skating (and in many cases new 
to snow and ice!) were very determined and were unfazed by falling down and getting up again 
and again.  I was impressed by their positive attitude, energy, and drive.  I look forward to our 
next time on the ice! 
 
Please note, the last skating date has 
changed.  It has changed from February 

19th to February 5th.  The family skate 
and sleigh ride will be held after school at 
Stanley Park on February 19th.  Details will 
be sent home soon. 
 
Ms. Rock 
 

Technology News 
 

The Grade 1, 2 and 3 students have been working on mastering the tools used in Kid Pix 
Deluxe 4 program with great success.  We use this program to enhance their skills and 
coordinate with curriculum studies. The grade 1 students are making their own slide 
shows using Kid Pix, based on a familiar children's book.  We will be inviting the parents 
to see the final product after the March Break..  The grade 2 and 3 students are 
concentrating on making a presentation, similar to a slide show, using OpenOffice.org.  
Their presentations are based on individually chosen children's books.  They will have 
researched the authors, discussed characters, settings and events.  Parents can also 

look forward to being invited to a special viewing after March Break..  We will continue using the 
Sponge Bob Square Pants Typing program to introduce and practice keyboard skills. 

 

Mrs. Holbrook 

Offsite Gym 
 

Mark your calendar for the following important dates: 
 

Ice Skating at Bernard Grandmaitre Arena 
Senior Kindergarten to Grade 3 

1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Friday, January 29th and February 5th 
 

Bowling at Merivale Bowling Centre 
Senior Kindergarten to Grade 3 

12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Friday, February 26th and March 26th 


