
Principalôs Message 
 

The first term is well underway and everyone in the school, from our youngest children 

in the two year old programs to our oldest in Grade 4, have been busy and are hard at 

work! As I walk down the halls the exciting works of art and delightful poems and 

stories jump out at me. Each day I look forward to a visit from one of the students who 

drop by to say hello and tell me little stories; often my friends from Grade One.  The 

kindergarten classes proudly share their songs and stories in circle and the many 

nursery school friends smile with delight at the art table as they experiment with paint 

and glue! It is a busy place and the year has just started! There will be many more 

challenges and opportunities in store for the balance of the school year.  
 

We have already enjoyed a few opportunities for fun; school assemblies, field trips, pizza 

days and reading buddies to name a few. There will be many more upcoming events 

where the students will have an opportunity to shine!  
 

Our Photo Days went well. Proofs of individual photos will soon be sent home for the 

parents to order. (A class photo will be given to all students at a later date.) Some 

students may have been absent from school on the Photo Days, and not all of our little 

ones wanted to sit for their photos. The Photo Re -take Day is scheduled for Wednesday, 

November 16th (time TBD).  (If you are interested in having your childõs photo taken on 

Re-take Day please stop by the office and let us know.)  
 

Please note the following important dates on your calendar:  

October 27, 2011 October Festival, JK - Grade 4 

November 11, 2011  Remembrance Day Assembly, Grades 1 - 4 

November 18, 2011  P.D. Day (school closed) 

December 2, 2011 Parent/Teacher Interviews (no school for students that day)  

December 15, 2011 Winter Concert, JK - Grade 4 
 

Please see classroom letters, as well as the School Calendar for additional activities and 

special days. 
 

Our annual food drive will run from December 5 th  to the 9 th . Please remember to bring 

in canned food items. We will also be having a Mitten Tree; all mitten donations will be 

given to the Snowsuit Fund.  
 

Thank you to the many parents who signed up to volunteer and assist with the various 

committees. Many thanks too, are extended to board chair Trevor Mee and all the Board 

members for their continued support. Thank you to Brian Brulotte (Maxsys) for 

sponsoring the Welcome Back Bar -B-Q, as well as the many parents who worked to 

make the event a success. Thank you to Denis Waite (Deloitte) for organizing the 

volunteer day and creating games for the children in the playground. Thank you 

parents for your support throughout the beginning of the school year. We appreciate the 

time that you take to volunteer in the classrooms, on field trips and to attend class 

presentations  
 

A huge thank you goes out to Shawn and Louise Malhotra for organizing the fundraiser 

for Fern Hillõs 30th Anniversary. Your generosity, and that of the many sponsors, made 

the evening a big success, raising over $ 69,000.00.  
 

We have had a great start to the school year. Please do not hesitate to speak with your 

childõs classroom teacher for details regarding your childõs program or grade. Also, you 

are always welcome to drop by the office to speak with me with any concerns, thoughts 

and ideas you have.  
 

Deborah Gutierrez  

Principal  

principal@fernhillottawa.com  
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We are so proud of how well the children have settled into the new routines of the 
Swimmy's program. We are really enjoying getting to know the children and 
watching how they explore the activity areas and interacting with new friends. 
 
Please check your child's box on the window ledge for our bi-weekly newsletter that 
tells you the activities that we have planned for our themes. Also, this is where we 
put your child's beautiful creations and any other notices from the school. 
 
We have been very lucky so far and have been able to enjoy the beautiful fall 
weather and are able to go outside at the end of the morning. The children certainly 
enjoy digging in the sand, riding the tricycles, sliding down the slide and swinging on 
the swings. We will continue to go outside until the first snowfall, so please 
remember to send a warm jacket, hats and mitts to keep your little one warm and 
cozy on these cool fall days. Also, we ask that you put the mitts and hats in the 
sleeve of your child's coat before hanging it on their hook. 
 
Just a friendly reminder to please label all your child's clothing, coats, shoes and 
boots. Thank you. 
 
On Monday, October 31st we will be having our Halloween Party. The children will 
be able to come to school dressed up in their costumes if they wish. We will also 
have some Halloween party food and a special music circle. More details to follow. 
 

We look forward to the fun-filled weeks ahead.   

Karen, Marijana, Violeta and Melanie 
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From Swimmyôs Room 

 

 

 

 

Parking Reminder  

There is no parking or 

idling on the school side 

of Vaughan Street at 

any time during the 

day.  Parking is 

available on Vaughan 

Street, opposite the 

school, as well as 

further down the street 

and neighbouring side 

streets such as Ivy, 

MacKay and Bertrand  

Streets.  

The City of Ottawa does 

periodically patrol these 

streets and your vehicle 

may be ticketed or 

towed for parking 

violations.  

Thank you for your 

cooperation.  

Dismissal  

Parents, please remain downstairs  until the 3:10 p.m. 

bell has rung. Students and teachers appreciate maintaining 

an upstairs hall that is free from distraction until dismissal.  

Thank you. 

Parking  

Parking can be a challenge. The street is narrow, and will become even more narrow in the 

winter with the snow.  Please remember to be considerate of our neighbours  and please do 

not block their driveways; we have had several complaints. Please remember to ensure that 

vehicles can still make their way down the street, leave driveways open on both sides of the 

street, and park in the direction of the flow of traffic. There is no parking on the school side 

of the street.  Please do not pull your car up on the sidewalks, as we must leave sidewalks 

unobstructed for the safety of pedestrians. This will help to keep the road safe for all our 

children and will help with sharing Vaughan Street with our neighbours.  
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From Ladybugôs 

  

Welcome, welcome to all our Ladybug friends!!!!  

 

What a wonderful, exciting first few weeks we have had getting to know 

each other. We have a fantastic year planned with lots of fun themes and 

activities for everyone to enjoy. We look forward to lots of sharing, caring 

and laughter along the way.  

 

Although there were a few tears at the start of the morning in September,, 

we are so delighted to see the children now coming into our classroom 

smiling and ready to join in our program. Even though it has only been a 

month, we are already seeing more confident 2 year olds, who are ready to 

make new friends and enjoy new experiences.  

 

We started off our year with òBack to School,ó finding out about our new 

friends' families, pets and interests. We also talked about òme at schooló (I 

can learn new routines, make new friends, have fun). The children have 

been introduced to òFall,ó òThanksgivingó and òThe Farmó through many 

planned activities and during circle times thus far.  

 

Our art centre is proving to be a very popular area of our classroom!!! The 

children have already begun painting with feathers, Q -tips and their fingers, 

as well as printing with cookie cutters and using lots and lots of glue!!! Be 

sure to check your child's cubby frequently as these works of are begin to 

come home. 

 

Circle time has been filled with songs, fingerplay, stories and instruments. 

The children are also enjoying òMusic time with Karenó and have been 

introduced to French songs during circle time with Angelique.  

 

Wow.....and it's only the beginning!!! We look forward to a great year ahead.  
 

Angelique, Louise and Daca.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please call the 

school office if your 

child is going to be 

away for the day 

and/or is sick. We 

are monitoring all       

reported illnesses 

in compliance with 

guidelines set out 

by the Ottawa 

Public Health 

Unit.  

Your assistance is  

appreciated .  

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars  

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

will be held on Friday, 

December 2nd.  There are 

no regular classes that day 

for students.  

NUT FREE  Lunches and Snacks  
 

Please remember that snacks and lunches  
MUST BE COMPLETELY NUT FREE,  

as we have many children who are highly allergic and 
anaphylactic.  
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From Flopsyôs Room  

Well here we are, all settled in for a great year in Flopsy's  Room. The start to this year 
has gone very well, indeed! The children enjoy the new outdoor drop off with a little 
bike riding, a little sliding, digging, running, swinging, climbing on the climber, hopping 
on the patio stones, and chasing their friends around the yard. The plan is to continue 
the outdoor start to the day until the December holiday and when we return in January 
we will start in the classroom and have time for that gross motor play in the gym. In the 
meantime, let's be sure those little Flopsy's come dressed appropriately for the 
weather which will be getting frostier and frostier! 
 
We seem to have everyone arriving happily to school now, looking forward to some 
playtime with friends and teachers and a little visit from Flopsy Bunny at circle time 
ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ άǎƴŀŎƪ ƭŜŀŘŜǊέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ CƭƻǇǎȅ ƻƴ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ 
lap for circle time, in addition to being the one to put the books away and be the line 
leader coming in from the yard....the little faces just light up when they are in the 
spotlight! 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴƛŎǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƭƻǇǎȅϥǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ άŀέ 
ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇƭŜΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŀέ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇƭŜ Řŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǇŜŜƭŜŘΣ 
chopped, mixed and baked our apples to make some delicious apple sauce. The apple 
sampling was lots of fun, too, and it seems that the old fashioned Granny Smith apple 
was the overall favourite with the little ones! There will be lots more special letter days 
ŀƘŜŀŘΗ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ άȅέ ŦƻǊ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ άǎέ ŦƻǊ ǎƻǳǇ 
day. More details will be available in the theme letters at the start of the new themes. 
 
Our classroom door is almost half full with family photos.....but that means it still has 
plenty of space for more! It's never too late to bring in a photo for your child to look at 
and feel connected to his/her family while at school. It's also a great source of pride 
when the children can show off their loved ones to their friends and share special 
stories about their family. 
 
On a final note, please be sure that your child has a labeled pair of indoor shoes that 
remain at school so we can keep the sand out of the classroom as much as possible. It's 
a great learning experience for the children to come in from outside and practice 
removing outerwear and shoes and to learn to manage putting on one's own 
ǎƘƻŜǎΦΦΦΦƎǊŜŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦƛƴŜ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǎŜƭŦ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΦΦΦέ[ƻƻƪ 
ǿƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ŘƻΗέ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦŀŎŜǎ ōŜŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƛŘŜΗ 
 
We look forward to more fun and learning experiences with the children.  
 
Barb, Ivonne and Tiffany 
 

Remembrance Day 

Ceremony  

will be held in the 

school gym on Friday, 

November 11th  

at 10:45 a.m . 

Parents are welcome to 

attend.  

 

Stroller & Bike Parking  
 

Please park childrenôs strollers on the paved area near the side entrance to the playground; 
that way the front entrance will remain clear.  Please lock bikes on the bike rack located 

near the back gate 
 Thank you. 
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From Teddyôs Room 

 

The children have happily settled into the morning routine of outdoor play 

(or gym time), snack, free play and circle. They are enjoying the variety that the dif-

ferent components of the morning provide. We are seeing the beginnings of friend-

ships as the children learn all about taking turns, sharing toys and using words to 

communicate.  

As our themes have changed, so have the toys, art activities and concepts, as 

well as the letters and numbers presented at circle time. We have enjoyed learning 

about Colours and Shapes, Thanksgiving, and Food and Nutrition, the letters òyó 

and òaó, and the numbers 1 ð 6. We have compared big and little items, learned to 

recognize various shapes around us, and have experimented with light objects that 

float, and heavy objects that sink in water. The children especially enjoyed our 

òyellowó days for the letter òyó, and making applesauce for the letter òaó! 

In the weeks to come, we are looking forward to exploring the season of Fall 

and celebrating Halloween, as well as learning about The Farm, Transportation and 

Community Helpers. We will be talking about the letters òsó, òkó, òmó, òló and ògó, as 

well as concentrating on the numbers 7, 8, 9, and 10. The concepts of spatial rela-

tions (on top, under, behind, in front, high and low), matching, travel (by land, sea 

and air), numeral recognition and ordering will be the basis of some of our circle 

games. 

For Halloween, we are planning a fun party for all our students on Monday 

October 31st, with details to follow.  

The children have started Music circle with Karen Perras in the gym on 

Tuesday and Wednesday mornings. They are enjoying this opportunity to sing, play 

instruments, move to music and be together with the downstairs Flopsyõs children. 

We are continuing to enjoy the lovely Fall weather during our early morning 

outdoor time. On the days when we cannot go outside, the gym has provided us with 

opportunities to jump on the trampoline, ride the plasma cars and scooters, throw 

balls, and play with the hoops and large blocks.  

We look forward to sharing more fun -filled learning activities in the weeks 

ahead! 

 

Mary Pat, Tracy and Jessica  

UNICEF  

This year we will once 

again raise funds for 

UNICEF.   

These  funds save the 

lives of children 

around the world 

through innovative 

and simple solutions.  

Thank you to all our 

families for your 

support and 

participation.  

 

Parent/Teacher Interviews  

Friday, December 2nd, for all classes  

Watch for the sign -up sheets that will be posted outside your 

childõs classroom soon.  This is not a regular school day for 

students. Child care, while you attend the parent/teacher 

interview, will be available in the gym.  
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September has been a busy month for the children settling in to the new routines of their 

classroom and getting to know their teachers and making new friends as well as getting 

reacquainted with old friends.  

Now that the children are all settled in their programs, I am really looking forward to including 

Music as part of their weekly routine.  

During the next few months be will be singing songs that relate to the Fall season. I will be 

introducing my turtle, named Largo, and rabbit, named Allegro, to help the children learn the 

concepts fast (allegro) and slow (largo) in music. We will listen and dance to music from The 

Four Seasons by Vivaldi, march and jump around to rhythms on the drum as well as singing 

some special Halloween songs.  

It is going to be lots of fun!! See you in the gym on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings.  

Karen  

Preschool Music News  

Hot Lunch Program  

 

LõEntreprise Mazolla will continue to provide hot lunch service to Fern Hill School.   

If you are interested in more information regarding the hot lunch program, please 

contact the school office or visit LõEntreprise Mazzolaõs website at www.mazzola.ca .  

Orders can be placed directly on -line for your convenience.  

Thank you to those families who continue to use the hot lunch service, as well as 

the new families that signed on for the Hot Lunch program.  You have helped us 

meet our required minimum numbers.  

 

 

 

Holiday Food 

Drive  

Fern Hill School 

will be collecting 

non-perishable 

and canned food 

items from 

December 5th - 

9th.  

All donations are 

welcome! 

Extra Clothing  

Extra mittens, socks and even pants can be useful to have on hand during 

the winter weather.  Please check your childõs bag to make sure it is well 

stocked and that all items are clearly labeled.  



It is hard to believe that October is already here! The JK children have settled into the 
ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ά{ƴŀŎƪ [ŜŀŘŜǊέΤ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
important day for JK children! The snack leader shows us how we keep the beat to our 
good morning song, counts the numbers on the calendar, tells us what the weather 
was like on their way to school and is the line leader for the day! 
 
We began our year by talking about Apples, then Fall and the Farm. The children were 
very excited to go on their first outing to the Metro to buy apples last month. Everyone 
chose an apple then back at the school we compared apples by their taste, size, and 
ŎƻƭƻǳǊΦ DǊŜŜƴ ŀǇǇƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜΗ ²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ά!έ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
sung about ants on our arm! As the leaves began to fall we compared leaves by shape 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊΣ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀ άCŀƭƭ ²ŀƭƪέ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
We sung songs and rhymes about fall and apples; these were our favourites: 
 
Apple Theme: ! ǊŜŘ ŀǇǇƭŜ όǊǳō ǘǳƳƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άȅǳƳέύ 
! ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀǇǇƭŜ όǊǳō ǘǳƳƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άȅǳƳέύ 
! ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŀǇǇƭŜ όǊǳō ǘǳƳƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άȅǳƳέύ 
! ōƭǳŜ ŀǇǇƭŜ όǊǳō ǘǳƳƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άȅǳƪέΗΗύ 
 
Fall Theme: Autumn leaves are lovely; 
They rustle when I run (run on the spot) 
Sometimes I make a heap (pretend to make a pile of leaves) 
And I jump in them for fun! ( jump in your leaves!) 
 
We enjoyed our visit to the Experimental Farm on October 18th ! Our first trip on a 
school bus, was so exciting! We learned all about pumpkins and visited the cows and 
horses too! We will then be learning about Spiders and Bats....it ties in so well with 
IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴΗΗ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǾŜǊȅ ά.ŀǘǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ŦƭȅΣ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ Ŝŀǘ 
and hang upside down like bats, then walk like spiders and focus on the number 8! This 
song helps us remember how bats live: 
 
Bats are sleeping, bats are sleeping 
Upside down, upside sown 
Sleeping in the morning sun, 
Waiting for the night to come 
Then we fly around, then we fly around! 
(Sung to the tune of Frere Jacques) 
 
As October changes to November we notice that there are fewer animals around and 
we learn about Hibernation and Migration. Then we blast off into Space for two weeks 
before coming back down to earth for our last unit of the term, Celebrations! Light, 
parties and food are the central theme of the diverse celebrations that the JK children 
learn about......then we will finish the term with our own party, what fun!! 
 
The JK Team, 
Mrs. Sachrajda, Mrs. Ruppell and Mrs. Armogan. 
 

 

From the JK Class  

Fern Hill Prophet                                                                                    Page 7 



Welcome back to school! The Senior Kindergarten class has settled in nicely to their new 

classroom. The term began with the children getting to know each other by having each student 

be the helper for the day. We were able to learn about whether the children had sisters or 

brothers and what their favourite food and activities were. The best part of each day was the 

ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƘŜƭǇŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ  9ŀŎƘ Řŀȅ 

the student took home all of the pictures and got to share them with their families. 

Following our All about Me theme we spoke about Trees. We discussed the importance of trees 

in our life and the different parts of a tree.  In early September, the children were introduced to 

Coco a writing program that supports early writing skills in children. The children have been 

hard at work practicing writing their names as well as reading and writing words around the 

room. For the month of November, we will learn about how animals prepare for the winter and 

we will take part in an author study about Jan Brett. 

We look forward to sharing songs and stories during the October Literacy Festival and we were 

excited to travel to the Experimental farm in mid-October to learn about what happens on the 

farm in the fall. 

In math, we have been busy reviewing our numbers and exploring the wonderful world of 

sorting. The children seemed to enjoy sorting many things in the classroom including 

themselves.  For the month of October, we will focus on patterns and measurement.  In 

November, we will continue to work on measurement and practice our numbers as well as work 

on position and location of objects. 

In science, we are learning about our five senses. Next, we will be looking at the human body as 

well as living and non-living things.  In November, we will be exploring animals and their 

habitats. 

We enjoy learning things in themes so that the Language, Science and Math components of the 

curriculum all work together to help us understand the world around us. It is nice working as a 

team with each member bringing something special to our learning environment. Ms. Hamilton 

has a special love for Science, Mrs. Floyd has been sharing lots of fun Art activities with the 

children and Ms. McGuire loves the way Language and Math go so well together in the 

Kindergarten classroom. 

Happy belated birthday to Myron, Liam, Luciana and Ayla who celebrated in the summer. 

Happy Birthday to: 

October    Rhys, Sawyer and Ambre  

November   Samuel, Anahita, Kate, Jerrin, Sebastian and Aleksandra  

December   Darren and Erica  

Ms. McGuire, Ms. Hamilton and Mrs. Floyd 

From the SK Class  
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The grade 1 class is settling in nicely to our routines and respecting school rules.  The progress 
and learning that has taken place in Grade 1 over the last few weeks is great.   I am so proud of 
their drive, eagerness and love of learning!   Congratulations on these fine efforts !   Kara, Jack, 
Evan, Sasha, Euan, Washington, and Ibrahim. 

 

Curriculum News: 

 

Our printing is getting neater each day.  Please help at home by reminding your child to: 

use lower case letters all the time except at the beginning of a sentence; for the letter I or 
at the beginning of a name 

leave 2 finger spaces between words 

start at the top for each letter 

use 2 spaces for tall letters (b,d,f,g,h,k,l,p,q,y) and one space for the other letters  

end the sentence with an end mark 

In Math, we continue to explore whole numbers and sequencing.   Our next unit will be 
measurement,  students will measure objects using non-standard units of measurement and will 
compare objects using terms such as: longer than, shorter than, taller than and wider than. 

 

Our Life Systems unit continues in science. We are exploring the basic needs of animals and 
plants as well as how animals and plants depend on their environment to meet these basic 
needs. 

 

On October 27th, it is October Festival, students will recite Fall and Halloween poems.   Parents 
are invited to attend this festival. 

 

Birthdays this term: 

Jack October 11th 

Sasha October 15th 

Euan November 18th 

Washington December 26th 

 

Thank you to all the Grade 1 parents for their cooperation and assistance during the first term of 
school. 

 

Ms. Fahey  

From the Grade 1 Class  
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From the Grade 2 class  
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Welcome back to school! The Grade 2 students have settled nicely into their new classroom. We 
welcome 8 new students who have joined us this year ς Agota, Armin, Ella, David, Hugh, Lily, Lewis and 
Noah. They join our returning students - Henry, Marika, Noor,  Jasmine, Connor, Nicholas, and William.  
It is going to be a wonderful and exciting year! 

 

The Grade 2 students have settled well into the school routine. In Math, we have been busy exploring 
patterns and sorting various objects. For the month of October, we will examine how to solve problems 
with numbers. Once these units have been covered, we will begin to focus on time, temperature and 
money. 

 

In Language Arts, we have read a number of stories and have used these stories to write our own 
versions using the same style as the author. This will be continued throughout the term. We recently 
went on a little walk along Vaughan Street to talk about road safety. Afterwards, the children discussed 
what we learned and wrote a recount of the event. We have also written a recount of the soccer 
tournament at Turnbull School and have written a description of Fern Hill School. The children enjoy 
writing and are proud of the progress they have made since the start of the year. 

 

In Science, we are learning about the growth and changes in animals. We have learned that the blue 
whale is the largest mammal and the pygmy shrew is the smallest. We will continue to learn about 
various animals in October. Looking ahead to November and December, we will focus on learning about 
the properties of liquids and solids. Get ready for some fun experiments and investigations! 

 

Happy belated birthday to Lewis and Marika who celebrated in the summer. 

Happy birthday to Henry - September 29th. 

Happy birthday to Agota ς October 1st 

 

Mrs. Bennell 

Term 2 After School Activities will begin the week of 

January 16th.   Registration forms will be sent home in 

December. Please register for activities as soon as 

possible to avoid disappointment, as some classes fill up 

quickly.  

Please come to 

the office to sign 

in your child if 

arriving late; 

otherwise, they 

will be marked as 

absent. 

If your child will 

be leaving early, 

please come to 

the office to sign 

out first before 

picking your child 

up from their 

class. 

Thank you for 

your cooperation!  



 

 

The grade three class is off and running. We welcomed two new students the year, 

Matteo and Ahmad; we are a well rounded class of 11 students.  We have begun to 

get to know each other with the student stars of the week. So far, Adam has told us 

that he would like to be a dentist when he grows up and Armita would like to be an 

artist. We have seen shells from the ocean, ore from the middle of the earth and 

microscopes to view each. 

 

In Science we have been learning about plants. We watched for the germination of 

our bean seeds and we dissected a lily plant to find the parts of a flower.  After our 

plant unit we will explore strong and stable structures.  

 

In Language we have been learning about homonyms and synonyms, as well as 

spelling tricks for unusual English words. We began our novel study after 

Thanksgiving, with opportunities to work in literature circles as we discuss what 

we are reading.  

 

Math has taken us through patterns that increase and decrease as we learn the 

basics for algebra, using number sequence and number lines. Throughout October 

we will brush up on addition and subtraction as we work on borrowing and adding, 

always increasing the size of numbers. In November, we will begin multiplication 

and division and will move on to Geometry in December.  

 

I look forward to a wonderful term.  

 

Mrs. Bitar  
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From the Grade 3 class  

Arrival  

 
When arriving, students in Grades 1 to 4 should go directly to the yard until the duty teacher 

brings students in at 8:25 a.m.  

 
Students arriving for the preschool and kindergarten classes should be signed in by their 

parents and/or caregivers. Classrooms open at 8:50 a.m. Morning Care can be arranged for 
those families who need to drop off before 8:50 a.m.  



        Happy Fall to everyone! 

                LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΥ  Audrey, 
Alexandra, Triana, Julian and Mika and a pleasure to welcome Sam to Fern Hill School!   What a 
great group of students; each brings their special personalities to Grade 4! 

         In Language Arts, the grade 4 students will be learning new vocabulary, editing 
paragraphs, practicing creative writing, perfecting printing, and practicing cursive writing.  In 
ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎΣ ǇƘƻƴƛŎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǊΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ψhǿƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅΩ ōȅ CŀǊƭŜȅ 
Mowat, which tells the story of two prairie boys and their adventures with a menagerie of 
animals, including owls!  This explains why our class is filled with owls! 

         Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōƻǊǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǿƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ Ψ{ǇŜŎƛƳŜƴǎ ǘƻ 
DƻΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ΨǳǇ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭƻƻƪΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
reading about.   

         In Math, we started off the year with Number Patterns and will follow with a unit on 
Whole Numbers.  In Science, we are studying Habitats and look forward to some interesting 
projects.   

         ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ϧ CǊŜƴŎƘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 
Provinces and Territories and Canadian geography.  In Health (English & French) we will look at 
nutrition and healthy eating habits. 

         We have enjoyed many fun fun activities:  soccer tournaments, and a field trip to 
Saunders Farm.  There will be many more activities to look forward to this term. 

           

         Mrs. Burnet (Mrs. B.) 

   

Happy Birthday!!!!  Julian is celebrating on November 6th and Audrey is celebrating on 
November 7th.    
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From the Grade 4 class  



From Mme Boucher  

It has been an exciting month meeting all the new students and seeing how much the returning students have 

grown!  We have all been working hard reviewing basic classroom vocabulary, and homework has already 

begun. 

 

In Grade 1, the students have been learning basic calendar vocabulary including days of the week, months, 

seasons and weather as they start every day with saying the date.  We have also reviewed colors and numbers 

to 31.  Throughout the next months, they will learn classroom vocabulary, emotions, Halloween, pets and a 

Remembrance Day poem. In Extended French: Language Arts, we are presently working on an alphabet unit 

where we practice saying each letter then pairing it with another letter, making syllables ba, be, bi, bo, bu, 

bobo, etc.  The students then complete different reading and writing activities in their duo -tangs.  .  

 

The Grade 2 students have been busy counting to 60 as well as learning the write the date on the board every 

day.  They are reviewing the days, months and seasons and are learning to become meteorologists! The 

students will learn to use their French -English dictionaries, as well as learn action words sauter, marcher, etc , 

Halloween vocabulary, clothing and a Remembrance Day poem.  In Extended French: Language Arts, they are 

learning to identify vowels and consonants and are reading simple words and sentences.  

 

In Grade 3, we reviewed basic classroom vocabulary then practiced counting to 100 by ones and tens.  Some 

students even counted by twos, fives and elevens!  Soixante-dix, quatre -vingts and quatre -vingt -onze can be 

quite confusing, but everyone did an amazing job! The students are currently learning ordinal numbers 

premier, deuxi¯meéwill learn how to tell time and will be expanding their vocabulary by learning more parts 

of the face and body.  

 

The Grade 4s have already started their Dictées (spelling tests) and have had an evaluation on numbers.  They 

are currently reviewing the verb être (to be) and avoir  (to have) and will be writing brief descriptions of people 

and places using adjectives.  The students will also be learning how to conjugate er verbs in the present tense.  

 

In Extended French: Language Arts, the Grade 3/4 students are learning different sounds C dur (k), C doux 

(s), ch, by reading words from a list and writing their own sentences in their notebooks.  

 

I look forward to the following months.  

 

From Mlle Luu  

It has been great getting to know the many students I work with in JK, SK, and Grades 1 -4. 

 

In JK and SK, we have been learning French songs and games, the days of the week (calendar) as well as 

colours. In SK, two students are also invited to do Show and Tell in French every week. In the coming weeks, 

we will continue to learn more French songs. We will also work on counting, animal words and theme words.  

 

In Grade 1 Social Studies, we are learning about ourselves and our community. In health, we are learning 

about our body parts and the 5 senses.  

 

The Grade 2 students are learning about our families and comparing them to other communities around the 

world. In health, we are also learning about our body parts and the 5 senses.  

In Grade 3/4 Social Studies, the students are learning about Canada and its provinces and territories. We are 

learning about the 4 food groups in Health.  

 

I look forward to a busy and productive year! Please do not hesitate to speak with me if you have any 

questions.  

French News  
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