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Registrations are still bein
accepted for the 2012011
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programs/grades, please d
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SPIRITUS MENTIS

Principal 6s Message

The Spring is here and everyone is rejuvenated with the warmer weather. The
children from Swimmyds Room to Grade 3
children dress much quicker than in the winter! With the publication of our final
newsletter it means that the end of the school year is approaching. But not quite yet;
g/% still have several weeks to fit in the remaining activities before the end of the
year . Each class, from Swimmyds through
Many classes have started their planting and students are proud of their projects.

They love to show them to me when | visit the classes.

Now that we are able to get outdoors more, please remember to dress appropriately
and to wear the proper footwear. Once we head into slightly warmer and sunnier
weat her please remember to bring a hat,
before you come to school.

Congratulations to all the students and teachers who have been so busy and worked
so hard this past year. Quite a bit has
students, although a bit apprehensive in September, now enjoy every aspect of the
program and are ready for that next step. The Flopsy and Flopsy 2 children enjoyed
the many new challenges of their program. The phonics program is popular; children
sing about the |l etters and their sounds
they made!) The children can also be heard singing happily in French with Mme
Angelique each week.

The fun continues on i rptddenideonyfavhurite der g a
activity. | think that it is a tie between Space and DinosaOrswas the ever

changing art area, where children created with enthusiasm each day, more fun! And
my, how the Senior Kindergarten students have grown; some | remember from

Swi mmyés Room. The Senior Kindergarten
their reading and writing skills and it is always a pleasure to have the students drop

by my office to read from their journals. They are so proud of their accomplishments.
Thank you to the wonderful teachers who work so hard to provide a stimulating and
enriching environment.

The Grade 1 students have been busy with their readina

N —
and spelling. They have worked extra hard on their trﬁ ]
and activities. They enjoy stopping by the office to le b
me know how their day is and recently the entire cla:
was down to share their recent successes in class. 1 3:10
treasure chest has never bee;n so busy! The Grade : Dismissal Bell
students wowed me with their Technology
presentations. They were proud as the presented to Please wait outside or H
parents recently and were happy to share each of th downstairs until after the
stories. The grade 3 students have also been hard a 3:10 dismissal bell has
work working on the Owl News: Interviews with Fern rung. Thank you for
Hill Teachers. Each of the Grade 3 students your cooperation.
interviewed staff members and they have organized
them all in a book, along with lovely drawings of eacL — »

staff member.
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There is still plenty of fun to be had. At our recent assembly the JK to Grade 3 students joined together in the
gym for an afternoon of fAteamworko. The students
to work. Given nothing but construction paper and a roll of masking tape each team set out to make a bridge
or a boat. There was a catch though, all boats had to float with toy people and the bridges had to hold toy
cars. | am happy to report that all teams were successful. The children , especially the younger ones, beame:
with pride when they saw that their boats actually floated and their bridges were structurally solid.

There are a few more activities still to take place before the end of the school year. These include the Talent
Show at our next Assembly on May 7th, a trip to the Museum of Science and Technolodyrégie 3) on

May 11th, a trip to the Aviation Museum on May 21st (JK and SK), the Science & Social Studies Fair on
May 27th (JK- Grade 3), the Dance Recital on June 7th, the -Eear School concert (JKGrade 3) on June

4th at 9:15 a.m., Year End Ceremony (Grad8s)L on Monday, June ZddtFamily and
Picnic on June 16th (for everyone). The teachers will keep you posted as well, with their weekly letters and
notes. (Watch for details.)

Thanks go out too, to the wonderful group of parents who were involved with Fern Hill throughout this past
year. We appreciate parent involvement in various are&sd Trips, Board members, fundraising, help in
the classrooms and much, much more. Fern Hill is enriched because of your time and dedication.

Although it is still a while off, best wishes to all our students, families and staff for the summer months.
Looking ahead, | hope that everyone has a wonderful and safe holiday. To those students and families who
are leaving us, thank you for your time at Fern Hill and may you have many fond memories of the exciting
experiences that you shared with friends and teachers here. We wish you all well as you move on to new
challenges. To our returning families, we hope that your summer is wonderful and we look forward to hearing
about your holiday adventures in the new school year.

Find time to relax and enjoy the summer sun. | look forward to seeing you all in September 2010. Happy
holidays.

Looking Ahead to 20162011

Although it may be the end of this school year, plans for next year are already in place and registration is wel
underway for 2012011. We have select spots available for two and three year olds and in the kindergarten
programs; as well there are spots at the grade school level.

Fern Hill has a strong group of dedicated and caring teachers, who are excited about the curriculum. We all
look forward to the continued delivery of a solid and exciting curriculum at the preschool, kindergarten and
grade school levels. We will continue the Core French program in JK & SK, along with additional French
activities in the afternoon. The Extended French program continues for students in Grade One and higher. It
continues to enhance the curriculum and will answer a need that many parents are looking for.

Should you have any questions about the upcoming school year please do not hesitate to stop by the office
and speak with me. | look forward to meeting with you.

Sincerely,
Deborah Gutierrez @ Stroller Parking
Principal /
Pl ease park childrends strol er s
entrance to the playground; that way the front entrance will
remain clear.
@ Thank you.
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Swimmyds News

Now that Spring is here, we are so happy to be going outside to enjoy the wonderful warn
weather and all the fun outdoor activities. The children enjoy riding theorideys and
learning to peddle the tricycles, swinging on the swing, climbing the big climber, drawing
@ with chalk, chasing bubbles and digging in the sand.

Please remember to send your child with appropriate clothing for outdoor play and to labe
boots, shoes, etc. It is also important to apply sunscreen now that sun is shining and we ¢
going outside later in the morning.

It was wonderful to see all the parents that came to the Parent/Teacher interviews. We
Mark your calenders: have really enjoyed watching the children grow and develop over these past months. The
is such a difference from when the children first arrived in September; a little hesitant and

Fern Hil]l S| cNRryods|afiest, to confident and excited when they now come to school. It has been suct
End of Year Picnic & Fun pleasure nurturing your children and extending their learning experiences whilst they have
Fair been in the Swimmy's program. We feel privileged to be a part of your child's first
for all Fern Hill families preschool experience.

Wednesday, June 16th Now is also the time when your child may be ready for toilet training. We are happy to

10:00- 11:30 a.m. accommodate taking your child down to the bathroom as part of our morning routine.
at Fern Hill School Please speak with one of the teachers if you need more information or think your child me
(More details to follow) be ready. Look for the information sheet on Toilet Training Tips on the bulletin board

outside our classroom.

VA VAVAVIVENEVANVENVEVENVE VAN

Also, check your child's box for our-bieekly newsletter that lets you know about the
activities we have planned in our room and the words to some of the songs we sing at cir

time.
_ Thank you to Dr. & Mrs. Abdulla for visiting
‘@ & our circle time on April 19th. The children
enjoyed | earning about
Summer Camp office and seeing all the special instruments a

doctor uses.

Summer is quickly approaching. A few parents have al-
ready stopped by the office to ask about the possibility of | Again, a big thank you to Melanie Harmon for

a Summer Camp. helping us on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.
We really appreciate the care and support you

If there is sufficient interest we will offer a Summer Pro- give to the Swimmy’s children.

gram at Fern Hill School this year. The dates we are con-
sidering are 4 weeks in July (beginning July 5th) and the ; . :
first two weeks of August (ending August 13th). Karen, Marijana, Violeta, Diana

Please stop by the office and let us know if you are inter-
ested in a program for the summer.

Thank you.




FERN HILL PROPHET Page 4

SPIRITUS MENTIS

FIl opsyds News

Who can believe we are wrapping up another school year? We are certainly reminded that
all good things do end as we marvel at how much independence the children have gained
over the year! They are now able to do so much for themselves that they were unable to do
just a few months ago when they began in
interactions have begun to take on a new ‘flavor’, which tells us they are really ready for
four year old kindergarten. The cooperative play with sharing;taking and exchanging

of ideas is blossoming! Look out world, here they come!

In May there will be two themes for the children to enjoy. The first is Spring and Planting.
During this theme the children will do lots of colourful art activities that involve flowers,
kites, wind socks, wind shakers and bubbles! For Science they will plant bean seeds and
watch them grow with a little water, sunshine and love! Following this theme, we will
explore the theme of Dinosaurs. This is always full of noisy fun for the children as they
roar and stomp around the classroom at playtime and circle time. They always amaze us
with their ability to identify different types of dinosaurs. Finally in Spring we will talk
about creepy crawlies. There will be opportunities to catch and observe various types of
insects from the yard and to learn interesting things about the habits of these bugs.

In the last two weeks of school we will celebrate the birthdays of the children who turn 4
over the summer holidays. Parents need not bring anything for this celebration, the treats
will be provided by the school. The children will visit Debi in her office and choose a
special birthday prize, a sticker and a birthday crown. We certainly want to make our
summer birthday children feel as special as their friends who had birthdays during the
school year.

Barb, lvonne, Mary Pat

OUTDOORS IN THE SPRING
AND SUMMER

Extra socks and pants can be useful t
have on hand during the wet Spring
weather. Once the weather turns
warmer, please remember to bring sur
hats and apply sunscreen daily.




Uniform Fitting
Day

Top Marks will be a
Fern Hill School on
Tuesday, May 18th
3:30-5:00 p.m.,
with samples and
sizes.

Dond6t mi
opportunity to plac
your orders for nex
year.
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Flopsy 2 News

We hope you had a great March Break and Easter. It is hard to believe that the end of
the school year is already around the corner. We are having a wonderful year with all
our friends in the Flopsy 2 class. They are all so confident and happy. Many new
relationships have developed throughout the last few months and the dynamics in the
classroom is very different from September. During the next few weeks, we will be full
of the joys of spring as we make tissue paper flowers, string butterflies, glittery
umbrellas and hand paint tulips. We will also be planting our very own beans and watct
them grow! We will be adding new letters and numbers to our repertoire. The children
enjoy the phonics program. We always say the letters of their names as we write it out.
We will also be learning all about dinosaurs and what they like to eat. The dinosaurs
will be exploring the mud in the sensory table with us.

Outdoors and indoors we will enter the
various creepy crawlies in the yard and bring them in for the morning so we can observe
their different habits. We will watch them very carefully with the magnifying glasses

(we will let them go at the end of the morning).

In June, we will be talking about our summer holidays and also have a special day for
all of those who celebrate their birthday during the summer.

Our last term will end with a picnic on June 16th. We will give you more information
as we get closer to the end of the year. Watch for more details to follow.

Lhank yop 19
Sharon Leonard
who has been in

to work with us

REGISTRATION FOR 2010-2011

on the busy Registrations are still being accepted for the 201
mornings. 2011 year.

Have a Several parents have dropped by the office to let
wonderful know that they will be returning in the Fall. If you
Spring and a could please fill in your registration forms and dr

great Summer! them by the office it would be appreciated, as we

in the process of finalizing the numbers and
establishing the groups and classes for the 10/11

If you have any questions about any of our progra|iges/
grades for next year, please drop by the office.
would be happy to speak with you.

Mrs. Deborah Gutierrez

Angelique and
Louise

C
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Junior Kindergarten News : @

Spring is the time of year when the JK class takes out tr?’

magnifying glasses and bug jars and hunts for ants, pill ~ /, ﬂ

bugs, caterpillars and anything that crawls in the yard! Buys

beware! We will be learning about mibeasts in April. We will count the spots

on ladybugs and use them to help us add, we will sequence the life cycle of
butterflies and ladybugs and compare spiders and insects!

After exploring the world of bugs, we are off to the pond to

learn about frogs. Frog life cycles, how frogs move, what they

eat, rainforest frogs there are so many things to learn! Maybe

Mrs. Grimes will even bring in a real frog! Reptiles will be our

next theme. We will look forward to a visit from Rays Reptiles

to learn about all the wonderful reptiles that they have in their zoo. We will finish
the year with Under the Sea-paenndlH®Dl iatha
eat at OAri el ds Underwater raf ®A We w
swims and eats at the science centre and draw pictures of '
We will learn about sharks, jelly fish and dolphins and how
everything that swims under the sea is a fish! Then we will
ready to head off for the summer holidays! How the year h
flown!

It is amazing to remember the hesitant, but excited children who came to JK in
September. They are all now so confident; they know the routine of the class so
well that they keep the teachers on track, and they have progressed so far.....what a
wonderful group! They are all ready for the exciting next step to SK! Bravo boys

and girls, you have worked very hard! Thank you to student Matthew Pitre for
helping us out on the busy mornings. And, last but not least, a big thank you to all
the parents who have dedicated so much time to visit, to volunteer on outings and
generally give us so much support throughout the year! Thank you!

WVV\/V\/VVWVV\/V\/\/VWWVVWVVVWVVVE

Talent Show
Friday, May 7th, 2010

Students will be presenting at the next
Assembly to all students in JK - Grade 3.

Parents are welcome to attend
VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAN

VA AYAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAN

) VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVA
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Senior Kindergarten News

Spring Time is Sing Time! The Senior Kindergarten, along with the Junior
Kindergarten class, recently visited New Edinburgh Square to sing songs and recite
poems for the Seniords there. The chil
appreciated by the Grandmas and Grandpas who live there.

The S.K. Class has welcomed Ms. Paez to our class. She is an education student
from the University of Ottawa and is pleased to be in a Kindergarten placement. We
look forward to her sharing many great ideas with us.

We have just traveled through a unit on dinosaurs, in which we learned about meat
eaters and plant eaters. We also measured bones and weighed rocks as part of our
Math program. We concluded our unit with a visit to the Museum of Nature to see
the really huge dinosaurs.

As we enter spring we will be talking about how chickens are not the only things to
come from eggs. We will also be discovering how sound is made as we make our
own instruments from reycled materials. Earth Day on April 22nd was celebrated

in the Senior Kindergarten class. Spring and Planting will be next as we learn about
plants and insects and how they are helpful to our world.

It was lovely to speak with parents at the recent parent/teacher interviews in April.

Thank you to Tracey Sloan for helping us out in the S.K. class this last term and to
student Maya Bitar for her assistance on Wednesdays.

Mrs. Bitar, Ms. Mclintyre and Ms. Zimba
<vvvvv\vvvvvvvvxvvvvvxvvvvvvx&
L Dance Recital

Monday, June 7th, 2010
7:00 p.m.
at the Museum of Civilization Theatre

13

Gatineau (Hull), Quebec
Tickets: $ 15.00

The Fern Hill Dance students have been busy
preparing their numbers for the recital. They are
eager to perform on st
More details to follow soon.

Vol ol al® ol alValV olV olV ofV oV oV oV oW ol P ol o2V ofV oZV o0V of¥ o0V oIV oIV o0V olP o2 o2 ol
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Grade 1 News
Happy Spring!

As we continue our educational journey in Grade 1, | would like to congratulate the entire
class for their continued effort, achievements and good character. Keep it up!

The grade 1 class is to be congratulated on their terrific social studies projects; who knew |
had a class with a bus driver, a dentist, a vet, a doctor, a pediatrician, a baker, un pompier,
un pilote, un dentist, un policier et une coiffeuse. Each student did a super job of
presenting their chosen profession. Well done!

Our next challenge is the Science Fair on Thursday May 27, 2010 . Scientist fire up your
labs and show us some more great science fair exhibits.

In math, we are exploring place value, fractions, measurement, data management and
probability.

In Science, we will explore and learn from our unit on Energy. Energy is in everything. We
use energy for everything we do, from making a jump shot, to baking cookies, to sending
astronauts into space.

In Social Studies, we will be learning about mapping skills.

We will continue to make great strides in reading and language comprehension. | hope |
have instilled in each of you the love of reading!

Some very speci®flAPPY BIRTHDAWshes go out to Adam April 27Armita June 28
and Luke July 24 | hope you all have a great birthday!

Finally, congratulations to such a hard working Grade 1 class. | have enjoyed having each
of you in my class this year.

Love Ms. Fahey

Thank you to our two student teachers, Ms. Charina Paez (in
SK) and Ms. Casey Trevick (in Grade 1), for their assistance
this term. They are both on a placement

«= Play, . .

HAF 1 oarn from the University of Ottawa, Faculty of
T Crowr Education.
K.:

— T gether
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Grade 2 News

Spring is here in all its glory and it is time to wrap things up and begin the last few
tasks of the year.

Flat Stanleyis an interesting little boy, and I'm sure the students have been talking

about our novel study at home. He has adventures that are almost unbelievable! The
students are enjoying the reading as well as the activities that compliment our Reading
progr am. The Grade 206s are concentratin
and usually score 100% on Friday Spelling Tests. Congratulations Grade 2! Keep up
the good work! We continue to work in the Language Power program and have

recently been discussing different kinds of sentences and parts of speech. The Phonics
program has been reinforcing spelling patterns and grammar. By the end of the year,
we will have all the tools to write our own Fairy Tales!

As always in Math, we have been reviewing and building on the skills, facts and
information we already have. We will continue by practicing addition and subtraction
to 100, we will measure lines, area and perimeter, explér® Geometry, come to
understand multiplication and division and investigate mass and capacity. We will be
very busy right up to the last day!

As we complete our unit on Matter and Material, the students will have a new
perspective on solids, liquids and gases. They will have experimented with the states
of matter and had a chance to witness different changes in each state. Our next unit of
work in Science will concentrate on Simple Machines, such as levers, pulleys, inclined
planes, wheel and axle, screw and wedge. We will be utilizing the Computer Lab for
some research and interactive activities for this unit.

Mrs. P. Holbrook : SIGN IN/SIGN OUT SHEETS

/ Please remember, we require parent
; and guardian signatures to sign in/ouf

‘ students when leaving and entering the
\/.. school for appointments, activities or

sickness during regular school hours

Parking

Please remember that there is no parking or idling on the school side of Vaughg
Street at any time during the day. Parking is available on
Vaughan Street, opposite the school, as well as further dow
street and neighbouring side streets such as Ivy, MacKay a
Bertrand streets. '

=

The City of Ottawa does periodically patrol these streets an=
your vehicle may be ticketed or towed for parking violations

Thank you for your cooperation.
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Grade 3 News

Happy Spring! The warmer days will certainly have everyone out and
about riding bikes, playing street ho
to shed those layers of winter clothes!

The final term will be a busy one in grade 2/3!

I n Language Arts, the grade 3 <cl as
Owl NewsOd where each student 1intervie
new novel study is O6Stuart Littled wh

certain little mouse. In addition to reading this as a group, we will also be
listening to it on cd.

In Math, we will study Measurement, Fractions and Probability, and in
Science, Stability and Soill.

| was very impressed with the terrific projects submitted on Pioneer

Ti mes for our O6Soci al Studies Fairbo.
and the students will have the opportunity to create their own maps.

There wil| be a 6Science Fairdo at
Studies Fairoé, you wil/ be invited to

by the students. More information will follow.

As part of the Music Program, the students attended a concert at the
National Arts Centre recently in April .

For Expanded Gym, the children will be doing gymnastics at Starr
Gymnastics on the following Fridays: April23April 30", May 14" and
Yoga at Fern Hill on the following Fridays: May%2May 28", and June 11

Happy (early) Birthday to Triana (June 23rd), Serena (JU)iy8d
Mika (August 18!

As spring weather can often be unpredictable, please continue to
provide your child with the appropriate gear (rubber boots, hat, mitts, etc.).
You may wish to consider have an extra pair of socks for
your child in their backpack.

Happy Spring to all!

Mrs. Burnet (Mrs. B.)

NUT FREE Lunches and Snacks

Please remember that snacks and lunches
MUST BE COMPLETELY NUT FREE,
as we have many children who are highly allergic and
anaphylactic.
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Music in Junior Kindergarten to Grade Three

{\! We are moving from singing about snow and cold to spring songs and skipping
{ oy songs.
N The kindergarten children have been taking turns with singing games and rhythm

X games. The grade one to three classes are learning about how different instruments
make sound. The Grade 2/3 students are making beautiful music with their record-
ers; they are progressing very well.

Ny The Senior Kindergarten to Grade three chil- .
S dren attended a concert presented by the N/ Upcoming
Orchestra at the National Arts Centre . Fu ndraising Event
Please watch for news of our own Spring Co A A
. cert to be held in early June. aly 9@SyAy3 gAlK JCSNY
(\s ‘, é _ (at the Rockcliffe home s of 3 Fern Hil
5 R . Families)
A by Mrs. Bitar Thursday, June 3rd, 2010
b s French News 7T 9 pm.

&
_ _ _ G, SFENJ 9y R wl t S¢
Spring has finally arrived and the warm weather has
a smile on eveTtgrmwikbé Sledf

with many funfilled activities. Please see the attached

Fundraising Information Sheet

for more details on both of these
exciting events.

In JK, we will be learning about shapes, weather, da!
of the week, transportation and bugs.

The SK students will be learning about the communit ) ) ) )
(jobs and transportation), musical instruments, zoo If you are interested in helping with
animals and mirbeasts. our fundraising efforts, please contact
In Grade 1, the students will learn about nutrition (fo Stephanie Monteith at
groups) and animals (farm, zoo, pets) through differe monteith.stephanie@agmail.com
activities. They will also practice oral communicatior
skills by giving short presentations. The students wil
also learn how to read syllables and simple words. For Social Studies, we will be working on

mapping (learning symbols and graphic skills).

The Grade 2/3 students will be studying the Canada Food Guide, telling time, parts of the house

(inside and outside) as well as making a family tree throughpnagjécts and activity sheets.

They will also be reading short stories and writing simple sentences. For oral communication,

we will be practicing question wordsgdmment, ou, combien, qui, quell/quelle;e que, qude st
-ce qué. In Social Studies, we will be learning mapping skills (scale, symbols, legends, cardinal
directions) as well as Canadian provinces and territories.

For Drama, we cont ileRaDevile etledRatloeschamdpp uan paagptied
version of The Country Mouse and the City Mouse which the students will be presenting at the

Spring Concert in early June (watch for details to come).

| am looking forward to another wonderful term.

Sincerely,
Mme Boucher
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Gym News

The snow has melted and we are doing our best to be outside enjoysug thée are
working on our jump rope, hopscotch, and baseball skills.

The students enjoyed bowling for Extended Gyfhe black light and fancy computer
screens were a hiDur next Extended Gym will take place at Starr Gymnasgsil

23, April 30, and May 14, are the gymnastic dafBisis will be our last off campus Ex-
tended Gym.After Starr Gymnastics, grade 1 and 2/3 will continue with Yoga at Fern
Hill.

So, put away the skis and skates and get out the balls, bats, jump ropes, sidewalk chalk,
etc. Spring is here!

Ms. Rock Extended Gym

This term the SK to Grade 3 students
will participate in Extended Gym at Starr

Technology News Gymnastics on the following dates:

Term Three finds us busy in the Computer Lab, doil

i ; April 23rd, April 30th, and May 14th.
just that! The students in Grade 1, 2 and 3 put the prit 2srd, Apn and May

final touches on their presentations to show their Following these dates, students in Grades
parents. The Grade 1s have worked very hard to 18 3 will continue Extended Gym with
create a slide show in the Kid Pix Deluxe 4 progran Yoga sessions for the remainder of the
They have been practicing using the keyboard to year. All Yoga sessions will be held at
create text and the drawing tools to enhance their Fern Hill School.

story. The remainder of the year will be spent

improving keyboard skills and

coordinating the science and/or social studies programs with technology. Grade
1 students will be reinforcing their mapping skills. The Grade 2 students will be
engaged in a short projecteaforcing their study of Simple Machines in science.
The Grade 3 students will be also be involved with mapping skills work.

Mrs. Holbrook

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY SUMMER EVERYONE!

Fern Hill School
50 Vaughan Street, Ottawa, ON K1M 1X1

Tel: (613) 7460255 Fax: (613) 748514
www.fernhillottawa.com




